
For the design of Cue, Durrant has adopted the concept of simplicity and clarity, in harmony with Jean 

Nouvel’s design for the Guthrie Theater. Cue’s aesthetic is sleek and dramatic- but not ultra modern. “A 

hospitality environment has to be friendly and welcoming,” says architect and interior designer Ira Keer 

of the Durrant Group, who led the design of Cue. “We walked a fine line, trying to create an elegant 

restaurant that was also hospitable.”

Color and design cues are taken from the building architecture for both indoor and outdoor dining. “We 

were gif ted with a wonderful space that he created for us” – a horseshoe-shaped room with 25-foot-high 

glass panels overlooking the Mississippi River, Keer said. 

Cue exudes drama, thanks to its theatrical lighting and reflective surfaces. The Waldorf show kitchen, 

which echoes the theater’s thrust stage one floor above, is a shimmering performance space all its own, 

clad in cobalt blue glass tiles and a curving LED light panel.

Distinctive elements include a 13-foot-high custom-built wine and liquor bar. Taking center stage in the 

restaurant dining room is the spectacular exhibition cooking island where master chefs prepare patrons’ 

meals before their eyes, turning the art of cooking into a live performance.
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