
Following a needs assessment, master plan and conceptual design, Durrant assisted Winnebago County in 

a successful jail bond referendum to fund a new County Justice Center, located in downtown Rockford.

The complex, measuring just shy of 600,000 square feet on a downtown site, embodies a distinctly 

Rockford flavor. It is positioned away from the street’s edge to ease the transition from the urban 

environment to the less-dense residential neighborhood and features a pedestrian friendly park-like plaza 

at the southeast corner. The abundant use of glass and day lighting throughout the facility makes the 

environment worker friendly and inviting while the use of buff colored pre-cast concrete and terra-cotta 

colored masonry gives a warm glow that blends with the surrounding structures. 

With secure underground parking, four secure courtrooms with necessary related functions and new 

Sheriff’s offices, the facility houses multiple areas of law enforcement and county functions in a single 

building, increasing connectivity and coordination among departments. The result is approachable and 

uplif ting, yet possesses the dignity of a justice facility that proudly looks to the future.

Enhanced Security Design

The design team utilized homeland security design elements aimed at reducing the probability of any 

breach of security, including barrier walls, special consideration for site layout in regard to access control 

,as well as secure perimeter and underground parking.

An important aspect of the Winnebago County Justice Center is that it is a fully functional maximum 

security jail adjacent to a public building. It was important that a portion of the site was reserved for the 

public due to the downtown location of the complex. The design team was able to focus the street level of 

the site for the public, using a grand plaza with greenery, benches and sidewalks.

FAST FACTS

Location:	 Rockford, IL
Cost: 		  $9,100,000
		  (courts only)

Size: 		  187,841 ft2 
		  (county space)

Date:		  July 2007

The Winnebago County Justice Center included 

a new county sheriffs’ office for a 119 officer 

force with support areas including a five bay 

firing range. The project also included county 

courts facilities including four courtrooms 

and facilities supporting the public defender/

prosecutor’s offices. Most importantly was the 

1,200-bed direct supervision jail, meeting the 

latest federal standards.

Winnebago County Justice 
Center, Rockford, IL



Designed by Durrant, the City of Phoenix Forensic Lab is a $34 million state-of-the-art forensic lab 

that contains the following sections: arson, controlled substances, firearms, forensic biology, question 

documents, toxicology and trace. The three-story, 100,000-square-foot building also houses traditional 

police functions of latent print,   forensic scene response with a three-bay vehicle inspection area and a 

ballistics testing firing range. 

This project also includes a 200-car below-grade parking structure concealed below a 55,000-square-foot 

landscaped plaza with a water feature. The design incorporates flexible “open office” administrative 

areas with training and conference centers. Pedestrian linkages access adjacent Police and County Courts 

facilities.

A state-of-the-art design contains arson, controlled substances, firearms, forensic biology, question 

documents, toxicology, trace, and Bio Safety Level 3 laboratories.   The design also incorporates flexible 

“open office” administrative areas with training and conference centers.   The DNA lab includes both 

nuclear and mitochondria labs.   The 3-story building also houses traditional police functions of latent 

print and crime scene response with a 3-bay vehicle inspection area.  The building fits the site well since 

one story is a basement.   

FAST FACTS

Location:	 Phoenix, AZ

Cost: 		  $34,000,000

Size: 		  100,000 ft2

Completion:	 June 2007

“I can, without reservation, tell you, or 

anyone else, that Michael Hudson has been 

doing a superb job for the City during the 

construction portion of the Police Crime 

Lab.  He is truly a credit to Durrant.”     
         

— Jon A. Kolstad, AIA, LEED, 
City of Phoenix Engineering and 

Architectural Services Department

Phoenix Forensic Crime 
Laboratory, Phoenix, AZ






