S) DURRANT' CASE STUDY

Davey Jackson Elementary
School, Jackson, WY

FAST FACTS

Location:
Cost:
Size:
Date:

Jackson, WY
$23,000,000
82,548 ft?

Est. January 2009

“Really, we have created combined learning
areas that can be used by any classroom at
any time.”

“With this project, we started out wanting
to be excellent neighbors, but now the
educational opportunities are starting to

really jump out at you, making the school a
real benefit to the community.”

— Bill Baker,
principal-in-charge with Durrant

Teton County School District No. 1 selected Hawtin Jorgensen and Durrant to plan the new K-2, 500-student
Davey Jackson Elementary School. Additionally, the community has supported the project by passing a
special purpose tax to augment the program with a high school sized gymnasium and assure funding for

LEED® Silver Certification.

Located in the heart of Jackson, Wyoming, the existing 11 acre site contains a K-8 school, and former
junior high school. The new structure will be planned to take advantage of daylighting and utilize high
efficiency boilers and in-floor heating. The K-2 facility is unique and the team worked with the Wyoming
School Facilities Commission to develop a new program for the school. The community-funded gymnasium
will be connected to and utilized by the adjacent recreation center, and in exchange, the students will have

all the benefits of the center’s swimming facility.

To decrease the footprint, the design team made the first- and second-grade wing of the 30-classroom
school two stories tall. The design also called for larger hallways, which are more than walkways because

they are open for use as learning areas and large enough to house computer workstations.

Other important goals include making part of the building two stories to save structural foundation costs
and save valuable space on the site. “Approximately 97.5% of the land in the Teton Valley is owned by the
federal government,” says Hal Aavand, project manager from Durrant. “Starting new projects in an area

where limited land is available means using the site carefully.”

Views to the elk refuge offer variety and educational interest. The learning landscapes will essentially
become outdoor classroom areas conducive to learning about nature, where teachers can conduct

environmental lessons that align with curriculum.



S) DURRANT' CASE STUDY

FAST FACTS

Location: Janesville, Wl
Cost: $12,022,500

Size: Addition: 83,000 ft?
Remodel: 44,000 ft?

Date: July 2005

Blackhawk Technical
College, Janesville, WI

Durrant was commissioned to design an addition to Blackhawk Technical College’s Central Campus to
provide campus protective services including fire, emergency medical services, police, as well as a six-
position 75-foot indoor firing range, additional computer classrooms, computer labs, general-purpose
classrooms, a children’s learning center, and an expanded student services area.

Additionally, the design provided for relocation and expansion of facilities, including science laboratories,
expanding space for health-related programs, additional classrooms, computer lab, and office space for
the Center for Business and Community Development. The project also involved relocation of the bookstore
to the student services area, and overall updating of classrooms to provide increased access to technology
and additional student stations.

The building addition, featuring student services, wraps around an automobile drop-off loop and creates
a stunning new image for the college. The student service concourse functions much like a student union
with soft seating for studying, ample space for socializing and is right at the hub of activity on the way
to and from classes.

This layered, departmental approach saves the students time, fits well into a phased project plan, and
provides direct exterior access for child care activities as well as protective service vehicles.

For this project, Durrant provided full architectural, engineering, programming, interiors, and information
technology systems services. Under separate contract, Durrant also provided LEED® environmental design
evaluations and life cycle cost analysis for this client.

AWARD

2006 Project of Distinction for
Outstanding Architecture and Design

in Education, College Planning &

Management Magazine

The existing building was a multi-story “U” shaped structure with long corridors and a central courtyard.
The strategic positioning of the addition on the open side of the courtyard allowed for an efficient
circulation pattern and gave flexibility to repositioning departments. The loop circulation system
eliminated departmental “wings” and provided the opportunity for shared classrooms and program
growth. This concept also enabled several programs to remain in their current location and only the
specialized teaching spaces needed to be built new.

The exterior of the building was thought of as an opportunity to open up the college to the community
it serves. This was expressed through a vertical student concourse filled with windows and natural light
on all four sides. At night, the college appears very welcoming as light radiates from the concourse.
The chosen palette of exterior materials was very straightforward featuring split faced concrete block,
aluminum windows and EIFS. Unique elements include the college logo built into cast stone medallions
located at all three entries along the clearstory windows.







